CELEBRATING
“BUILPING FIRST...TO LAST”
Mag 1, 2005 9:30 a.m.
“Crossing Ovgr - - Our Ministry Toggther”

WE GATHER AS GOD’S COMMUNITY

Prelude Rose Grizzell, Harp
Welcome to Our Worship and Celebration Susan McNeal Bulak
Introit “Alleluia” First Congregational Choirs

Jan Hallett and Vicki Keller, Keyboards

(Children Preschool through 5" Grade move to Activity Room)

Call to Worship Susan McNeal Bulak
Leader: Our faithful God calls us to gather in celebration of the life we
have been given.
Congregation: We come to rejoice and give thanks for the relationship we
have in God and with each other through Christ’s Spirit.
Leader: God calls us to this time of worship and commitment in order to renew
us as a people in caring ministry for our families, neighbors and strangers. God has given us a place
where we can witness to Christ’s love. Together we seek to be part of God’s promise of New Life for the
world.
All: As we gather in worship on this special occasion, may our minds and hearts be centered in
devotion to our God who makes peace, gives us hope, and will bring justice and love for all people
on earth.

Hymn “Be Not Afraid” (see insert) Congregation

Unison Prayer of Confession Susan McNeal Bulak

God of unfailing mercy, we celebrate your living presence in Jesus as the true foundation of our
lives. His constant love, his insistent call to follow in faith, and his enduring Spirit among and within us,
give us hope and free us to be your servant people. We yearn to share the Light of your Love into the
darkest corners of the earth. Yet we also know within ourselves a hesitance to follow Jesus in his ministry
of caring for this world, aching to be loved. We confess our fears and reluctance to live as sacrificially as
he did. Overcome our timid reserve, O God, and challenge us to accept that there can be no more
important claim on us than our devotion to you. Inspire us toward deeper faith and commitment to your
mission. Embrace us and energize us with your Spirit, until we fulfill your calling to be ambassadors of
your love to all we touch, as ministers of Christ’s peace. For we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Words of Assurance Susan McNeal Bulak
Leader: God’s reconciling love meets you where you are, and welcomes
you into Christ’s family.
People: As we open ourselves to Grace, we receive God’s gifts of life with Thanksgiving.

Gloria (see insert)
Passing Christ's Peace (Around the tables) Susan McNeal Bulak
GOD’S WORD ENGAGES US

Time of Prayer Rev. Greg Schneck-Skiba
L: The Spirit of God is alive among us!
C: We open our hearts in prayer to receive the Life-giving Spirit of Christ.

Joys and Concerns

Introduction of “Building First ... to Last” Leadership Bill Diamond

Celebration of Advance Commitments

Silent Prayer, Pastoral Prayer, Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



Prayer Response “Seek Ye First” (see insert) Congregation
Testimonial “Past and Present Blessings” Judy Bryson
Celebration Song “We Bring These Gifts” (see insert)

Congregation / Tyler Mitchell, Piano
Testimonial “Hope of Blessings to Come” Dave and Carrie Nelson

The Service of Holy Communion
Congregational Song “Eat This Bread” (see insert)

Invitation and Prayer
Words of Institution
Giving and receiving of the Bread and Cup (by intinction)
(Please hold the loaf and chalice for the person to your right at the table
saying:““The bread of Life, the cup of Promise™)

Congregational Song “Eat This Bread” (see insert)
Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
We give thanks, Almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by granting us the
presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us
forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Scripture Reading Joshua 3 (selections) Diana Lorenz
Anthem “The Call” — Vaughn-Williams Paul Grizzell, Soloist / Valerie Lorimer, Piano
The Sermon “Crossing Over” Rev. Greg Schneck-Skiba
WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD
The Joy of Giving Susan McNeal Bulak
Invitation

Offertory

The Doxology

“Building First ... to Last” Time of Commitment Diane Herr, Moderator
Hymn “150™ Anniversary Hymn” (Verse 1) (see insert)

Litany for Commitment of Our Gifts (see page 5)
Reflection and presentation of Commitment Cards
(When completed, please bring your sealed envelope to the basket
during the piano meditation.)

Meditation “Intermezzo (Op. 118, No. 2)” — Brahms Valerie Lorimer
Prayer of Thanks and Dedication Susan McNeal Bulak
Hymn “150™ Anniversary Hymn” (Verse 2-4)  (see insert)
Benediction

Celebration Response Chorus from “Judas Maccabeus” — Handel
“Bourre” - Bach
Louisa and Gavin Mitchell, Strings / Vicki Keller, Piano

ENJOY BRUNCH AND FELLOWSHIP!
CELEBRATE OUR CHURCH’S FUTURE!
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