Delegates Annual Report 2009
Fox Valley Association Spring Conference Meeting

We attended the Fox Valley Association Spring Conference Meeting on April 25, 2009 in Chrystal Lake, IL.  The theme was Does Money Make the Church Go Round? The whole meeting focused on having financial conversations in times of tough economic times.  We worshiped, elected officers and other positions, heard reports from various ministers and ministries and approved an emergency resolution to be forwarded to the IL Conference in June.  The resolution was to recognize Rev. Lovejoy who was a major figure in the struggle to eliminate racial slavery in the United States.  He is the brother of murdered Elijah Lovejoy, a major abolitionist.  Owen was a good friend of Abraham Lincoln and partnered with him on issues of slavery.  We also heard a short uplifting concert by “All Gods Children”.

We attended the following workshops:

· Unemployment and the Economic Crisis - Led by the Interfaith Worker Justice of Chicago who has developed a Congregational Toolkit to address worker issues.

· Budgets that Inspire - led by the UCC Cornerstone Fund

45th Annual Meeting of the Illinois Conference UCC 

We attended the 45th Annual Meeting of the Illinois Conference Living the Sacred Life on June 5-6, 2009 in Springfield IL.
We participated in an uplifting worship service.  We elected officers and reviewed resolutions to be forwarded to the General Synod later in June.  We discussed other areas of business including:  2009 budget shortfall, Interim and Associate Conference Ministers’ reports, status of the Conference Minister Search Committee and recognition of major anniversaries.  

We attended the following workshops:

· Developing your Gifts as a Community Advocate led by the Civic Action Network of the Community Renewal Society.  

· How to Renew Congregational Life During Times of Change led by Rev. Connie Stewart, Interim Pastor St Peter UCC Chicago, current chair of the national Association of the United Church of Christ Intentional Interim Ministers

· Moving Beyond Conflict led by Rev. William Tweedley.  

· Using Technology to Promote Justice.  Self directed.  A committee has been formed at our church to utilize some of these new technologies (see Diane Herr to be a part of this).

27th General Synod of the UCC

Because we were not chosen to be voting members of the IL Conference, we did not attend the business meetings of the Synod in Grand Rapids, MI.  You can find out more about the resolutions which were approved at http://www.ucc.org/synod/resolutions/.  Rev. Thomas finished his term as General Minister and President of the UCC and Rev. Geoffrey A. Black was elected as his successor.

We did attend on June 27 for River City Saturday themed Wade in the Water.  We heard talks by Eugene Robinson, Barbara Brown Taylor, Winona LaDuke, Jim Wallis and Ray Suarez.  Diane attended the Praise Hymnal Worship which was an introduction to the use of the New Praise Hymnal of the UCC.  Bill attended a program by Paul Winter.

Fox Valley Association Fall Conference

We attended the FVA Fall Conference Training for Leadership on October 24 in Glen Ellyn.  Following worship, the Interim IL Conference Minister, Rev. Phil Hart explained the consolidation and downsizing of the IL Conference leadership.  All association ministers and staff will be located at the IL Conference office in Westchester, IL.  Reports were given on mission funding in the IL Conference as well as an update from the IL Coalition on Abolishing the Death Penalty.  We attended the following workshops:

· Christian Education:  The Workshop Rotation Model – Led by Gabe Calderon.

· Mission:  Think Globally, Act Locally – Led by Rev. Faye Buttrick & Jill McNamara

· Christian Education:  It’s Not Just For Kids – Led by Rev. Jana Chwalisz.

· Church Vitality:  Progressive Christianity, What is it? – Led by Bob & Martha Selby of Hope UCC, Naperville.

Respectfully Submitted,

Bill Hall & Diane Herr

