Delegate Report Fox Valley Association Meeting 10/24/10

and the Ecclesiastical Council 11/7/20

The Fox Valley Association fall meeting was held on 10/23/10.  The fall association meetings are primarily focused on church leadership training and the spring meeting is more focused on UCC business.

Five people attended from our church:  Rev. Greg Skiba, Rev. Mark Winters, Ron LaVoie (Treasurer), Bill Hall (Delegate) and Diane Herr (Delegate). Each person attended two workshops.
The meeting consisted of worship, announcements, workshops and a communion service. One announcement was that the Death Penalty Abolition bill may be coming to a vote of IL legislators soon and people should contact their appropriate legislators to express their opinion.
Bill Hall attended the "Adult Mission Trips" workshop led by Rev. David Russell & Mr. David Mook Sr.  He learned new areas to investigate for work trips and he learned that most churches typically partner with other churches for adult work trips.  Serving others through adult mission trips not only helps us become the hands and feet of Christ in the world. As we reach out, it also transforms the hearts of those of us who serve.
Bill also attended the "Spiritual Formation through the Classic Christian Disciplines" workshop led by Dr. Anne Ferguson, Dean of the Chapel of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. In the journey toward spiritual maturity, God has not left us to our own devices, but has given us a variety of spiritual disciplines to assist us. Christians throughout the ages have engaged in these disciplines in order to grow in faith. They examined practices fasting, meditation, lectio divina (divine reading of the Bible), and ordered prayer, and discussed ways in which these disciplines can be made a useful part of our individual and corporate journey of faith. 
Ron LaVoie attended the "Training for Intrepid Treasurers" and "Building a Budget - How to Build a Church Budget from the Bottom Up" workshops. He walked away with some ideas to improve our church, not only from a budgeting aspect. One thing he was very impressed with is the fact that quite a few churches in the conference have only 4 committees to which all other ministries, task forces, etc report to.  This makes a lot of financial and budgeting sense; first and foremost being less accounting functions to report, easier budgeting, and eliminating confusion on the financials to the congregation.  It might take a lot of restructuring of ministries, but might be best in the long run.

It was inspiring to Ron how we all work together for the good of the church.  He especially found the communion service very inspiring and much to the form of a Catholic communion.

Diane Herr attended the "Anxiety, Thinking, and Beliefs: How Each Affects the Others" workshop led by Dr. Bob Williamson, member of the faculty of the Center for Family Consultation (CFC). He spoke about how anxiety affects thinking and shapes beliefs, and how can thinking and clear beliefs moderate anxiety. He shared a family systems view of how anxiety impacts the functioning of individuals and groups, and the ways that thinking can be shaped and beliefs adopted which support anxiety-driven patterns. He also described how fact-based thinking can help someone calm down and act rather than react within an anxious group. 
Diane also attended "Access Granted: The Benefits and Hazards of Social Media" led Rev. Kirk Moore, Union Congregational UCC, Somonauk & Rev. Seth Carey, First Congregational UCC, Glen Ellyn. They discussed the use of Facebook and Twitter that have become more popular among people in our churches. We discussed how we can tap into their potential for the benefit of our congregations. 

Mr. Bob Selby presented "Faith Practices - An Exciting New Resource from the United Church of Christ" which he shared with Diane at a subsequent meeting. This huge resource can be used for the following:

-Worship, Music, Arts, and Story; Adults; Seekers and New Church Participants; Young Adults; Older Youth; Youth; Older Children; Young Children;

-Multiage and Intergenerational; Living Practices in Daily Lives; Workshop Rotation; Denomination Identity and History
Diane Herr and Rev. Greg Skiba attended the Fox Valley Association Ecclesiastical Council on Nov. 7 in Elgin.  Two candidates were questioned about their faith and theology and both were determined ready for ordination in the UCC.

Respectfully Submitted by, Diane Herr, Delegate
