Fox Valley Association Delegate Report

I attended the Fox Valley Association meeting at St. Paul Evangelical UCC in Bloomingdale on April 24, 2010.   I was a substitute for Diane Herr, who had registered but was unable to attend.  

The meeting began with a worship service, followed by a business meeting.  There were only a couple of business items on the agenda: approving a slate of  candidates for election and approval of a change to FVA “Design for Ministry.”  Specifically, the nominating committee for the FVA is being restructured to ensure geographic diversity.  The eight representatives will be selected from four regions of the Association such that a clergy member and lay person are drawn from each of the four regions. 

The theme of the meeting was “Finding Mission in Your Own Backyard.”   Congregations were invited to provide displays about community mission work they  have been involved in, and the bulk of the meeting was devoted to a series of  talks about community mission by Joy Skjegstad.   Joy is a regular speaker and consultant about community mission.  Information about her published books and related topics can be found at:  http://www.alban.org/bookstore.aspx?id=6904

I can't  do justice here to the three hours of talks, but briefly summarized they were:

· “Outreach is Not Optional”  – Her major focus here was that all congregations should be involved in local community missions and this should be a major focus of the church's ministry - something that everyone sees as a part of the congregational identity, not just “another program” that the church is involved in.


· “Meet the Neighbors”  – She described ten strategies that congregations and clergy can use to get to know the local community and its issues.  Things like meeting one-on-one with community leaders, partnering with other organizations, volunteering, talking with community members who attend church, and simply “hanging out” where the community does.


· “Designing Your Community Ministry” – She described seven ways that congregations can get involved in community missions.   These span a continuum from fairly low involvement  and relatively easy to implement (like donating gifts or money) all the way to developing an on-site program or  an independent non-profit organization.    

Respectfully Submitted,

Peter Fales

Substitute Delegate

Fox Valley Association Spring Meeting

Saturday, April 24, 2010 8:00 a.m. – 2:45 p.m.

St. Paul Evangelical UCC 118 First Street, Bloomingdale

“Finding Mission in Your Own Backyard” By Joy Skjegstad

Joy Skjegstad, author of Starting a Nonprofit at Your Church (Alban Institute, 2002) and Winning Grants to Strengthen Your Ministry (Alban Institute, 2007) is a national speaker and consultant on nonprofit management and ministry development. She has 20 years of experience starting and growing nonprofit organizations, with a special focus on faith-based groups, youth development and the arts. She has served as the President of Sanctuary Community Development Corporation, is a founder of the Institute for Ministry Leaders, a university-based training program that builds the management capacity of churches and other ministry organizations. She also served as the Executive Director of the Park Avenue Foundation at Park Avenue United Methodist Church and has held a variety of other leadership  positions with nonprofits.

