Delegates Report 2010
Fox Valley Association Annual Meeting 4/24/10

Peter Fales attended the Fox Valley Association meeting at St. Paul Evangelical UCC in Bloomingdale on April 24, 2010.   He was a substitute delegate due to illness/accident of the elected delegates.

The fall association meetings are primarily focused on church leadership training and the spring meeting is more focused on UCC business. This meeting began with a worship service, followed by a business meeting.  There were only 2 business items on the agenda: approving a slate of  candidates for election and approval of a change to FVA “Design for Ministry.”  

The theme of the meeting was “Finding Mission in Your Own Backyard.”   Congregations were invited to provide displays about community mission work they  have been involved in, and the bulk of the meeting was devoted to a series of  talks about community mission by Joy Skjegstad.   She spoke on the topics of “Outreach is Not Optional”, “Meeting the Neighbors" and “Designing Your Community Ministry".  Joy is a regular speaker and consultant about community mission.  Information about her published books and related topics can be found at:  http://www.alban.org/bookstore.aspx?id=6904
IL Conference Annual Meeting June 19, 2010

Rev. Greg Skiba and Rev. Mark Winters attended the two-day annual meeting of the Illinois Conference United Church of Christ, held in Chicago at the UIC campus.
The decision to meet in the city was a result of the “Sacred Conversations on Race” in the UCC that began two years ago in response to racial issues in the U.S. presidential campaign. The program included worshiping together, adopting the annual Conference budget, and electing lay and clergy leaders to Conference offices and programs. 
Rev. Dr. Jorge Morales was called as our new Conference Minister. Jorge has been our Senior Associate Conference Minister for Stewardship and Church Renewal for the past several years. (Go to our newly designed Conference website http://www.ilucc.org for more info about Rev. Morales.)  We said farewell to the Rev. Phil Hart who has joyfully served as our Interim Conference Minister during the past two years’ search process, which resulted in calling Rev. Morales. 
Two resolutions were presented at the meeting that we need to consider for action:
· One calls on each congregation to claim the designation as a “Global Mission Church” and to strengthen our joint efforts in mission with 270 global partners in 68 countries. (More at http://www.ilucc.org.) The Missions and Social Action Ministry will study this. This will be voted on at the IL Conference Annual Meeting in 2011.
· The second was an emergency resolution calling for solidarity with the Southwest Conference UCC as it works to care for those suffering painful effects of a recent Arizona law, feared to enforce “racial profiling” of both undocumented workers and legal Hispanic immigrants. This was discussed in our comprehensive Immigration Adult Education class held in September and October 2010. (see Resolution)
Fox Valley Association Fall Meeting 11/24/10

The Fox Valley Association fall meeting was held on 10/23/10 in Crystal Lake.  Five people attended from our church:  Rev. Greg Skiba, Rev. Mark Winters, Bill Hall (Delegate), Diane Herr (Delegate). and Ron LaVoie (Treasurer). Each person attended two workshops.

The meeting consisted of worship, announcements, workshops and a closing communion service. One announcement was that the Death Penalty Abolition bill may be coming to a vote of IL legislators soon and people should contact their appropriate legislators to express their opinion.
We attended the following workshops:

· "Adult Mission Trips" workshop led by Rev. David Russell & Mr. David Mook Sr.
· "Spiritual Formation through the Classic Christian Disciplines" workshop led by Dr. Anne Ferguson, Dean of the Chapel of Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 
· "Training for Intrepid Treasurers" and 
· "Building a Budget - How to Build a Church Budget from the Bottom Up" 
· "Anxiety, Thinking, and Beliefs: How Each Affects the Others" workshop led by Dr. Bob Williamson, member of the faculty of the Center for Family Consultation (CFC).
· "Access Granted: The Benefits and Hazards of Social Media" led by Rev. Kirk Moore, Union Congregational UCC, Somonauk & Rev. Seth Carey, First Congregational UCC, Glen Ellyn. 
Fox Valley Association Ecclesiastical Council 11/7/10

Diane Herr and Rev. Greg Skiba attended the Fox Valley Association Ecclesiastical Council on Nov. 7 in Elgin.  Two candidates were questioned about their faith and theology and both were determined ready for ordination in the UCC.
Respectfully Submitted,

Diane Herr and Bill Hall, Delegates
