A CALL TO BE A GLOBAL MISSION CONFERENCE 
IN THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Submitted by: Wider Church Ministries Team, Illinois Conference United Church of Christ 
Summary 

This resolution requests that the Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ underscore the priority of the Church to be involved in mission around the world through faith, justice and advocacy.  Settings of the Church involved in global mission will be recognized for their commitment to reach out and respond to needs in the world by being designated “Global Mission Churches, Associations or Conference.”
Biblical and Theological Rationale

God’s mission imperative for the Church is to be evangelical, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, witnessing, loving, and serving from our doorsteps “to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). As members of the United Church of Christ, our mission imperative is “that they may all be one” (John 17:21). The ministry to which we are called is local and global. Wider Church Ministries and Global Ministries partner with churches, conferences and associations for faithful mission. A global mission church is a vital church. Churches equipped for mission are flexible and growing. Global mission churches have strong local and global relationships and know that mission involvement brings abundant blessings. 

The character of a global mission church is expressed in scripture: 

What does the Lord require of you? To act justly and love mercy and to walk humbly with your God           (Micah 6:8); and 

At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality.
(2 Corinthians 8:14) 
Christ calls for a commitment to hear the cries of people around the world; to find the energy and enthusiasm to reach out and respond with grace; to proclaim the joys as well as denounce the suffering of God’s people; to seek wisdom and guidance in building global connections in the life of all settings of the church; and to be immersed in the church’s work for the healing of the nations.
The Illinois Conference, Associations and local churches seeking the designation “Global Mission Conference, or Association or Church” will be encouraged and guided in study, exploration, dedication, and growth in order to live out that commitment by:

· praying regularly for partners, missionaries and the world;
· educating its members about global issues from preschool to adult;
· seeking justice for the ‘least of these’ in the international community;
·  receiving the gifts of the worldwide Church;
· giving to the work of global mission;
· sending its members into the world to share the Good News; and
· growing in sharing the story of God’s mission with others.

The Resolution

Whereas a similar resolution was passed by General Synod 27 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in 2009; and 

Whereas the Illinois Conference contributes 29% of its budget to the national setting to be apportioned among the four covenanted ministries, including Global Ministries; and
Whereas the Mission Support Committee oversees mission grants to churches and organizations engaged in Ministries of Empowerment and Service to the marginalized members of the conference; and local churches engage in global missions through Our Church’s Wider Mission, One Great Hour of Sharing, delegations and work trips; and
Whereas the Illinois Conference has a partnership with the Evangelical Congregational Church in Angola and over 25 years of involvement with Global Ministries partners in Chiapas, Mexico, and Guatemala; and
Whereas a conference engaged in ministry globally is a vital and faithful conference, one that encourages local churches to build strong local and global relationships; and
Whereas Global Ministries walks with 270 global partners in 68 countries discerning together priorities of critical presence and action and involving 51 fully supported missionaries serving in 27 countries, in addition to volunteers, interns and associates; and receives missionaries sent by our global partners to serve in the United States and Canada; and
Whereas Global Ministries seeks to facilitate the engagement of conferences, associations, local churches and other settings of the church more intentionally in global missions; 
Therefore, let it be resolved that the 47th Annual Meeting of the Illinois Conference, United Church of Christ, meeting in Oak Brook, Illinois, June 3-4, 2011, promotes and encourages all settings of the church to claim and implement the Global Mission Church designation; and
Be it further resolved that the Illinois Conference invites all settings of the church to use assessment and implementation tools, such as Be A Global Mission Church; and
Be it finally resolved that the 47th Annual Meeting of the Illinois Conference, United Church of Christ, declare itself a “Global Mission Conference” and recognizes such designation as a priority in decision making and action; and furthermore, to encourage all settings of the United Church of Christ to claim identity of being a Global Mission Church.
Funding for the implementation of this resolution will be made in conjunction with Conference and local resources and grant committees. 
Implementation to be carried out by the Illinois Conference, local churches and associations, Justice and Witness Committee, Wider Church Ministries Team.

