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AN ALTERNATIVE VOICE TO CHRISTIAN ZIONISM

Submitted by: First @ngegatioral Unied
Church 6 Christ, Ngerville, Illinois

Summary

In recent years, media coverage of the ongoing
conflia in Israel ad Palestine hasacreasigly

been influencetly the theolgy d Christian Zi-
onism. Christian Zionism equates thetions of

the goverment of Israel with the word & God as

it is revealed in théible. Christian Zionist tach-
ings have been endorsed by some current U.S. gov-
ernment offici als and influence U.S. foreign poli cy.

We believe that the tenets of Christian Zionism
neither reflect the irgntion of the teachings of Jesus
and the mpphets normote peaxin the Middle
East and repectfuly recommenl that theGeneral
Synod of the United Church of Christ take con-
crete steps to pmote an adtrnative voie to this
theology.

Introduction

Chrigian 4donismhas svertenets hsed o se-
lected scriptures. A key tenet is thatvilgh control

of “greater Isral” and the rebuilidg ofthe temple

is a harbingr of the second comimj Christ. A
second is that God gave the land to the Jews, and
therefore they should have it all, and the Arab popu-
lation shoid be esantialy expelled.A third tenet

is that the United Stas will prospr only ly its

full suppot of the gvernment ofsrael. A esult

of these beliefs is unquestioning sup@dithe Is-
raeli government policies on the \&teBank and
Gaza Strip.

Christian Zonism is regrded todaby manyin

the U. S. mass media as representative of the-Chr
tian perspective on the ongoing conflict in the
Middle East. Qristian Zionist viewpoints are regu-
larly featured of€NN, ABC’s Nghtline Newsweegk
theNew Yorkrimes andtheWall Steet Jounal.
Christian Zionists actively lobby the U.S. govern-
ment to support their positions.

Christian Zionismcalls on Chrstians b support

the policies ofthe govamment of Isral financally
and politically. Some of these policies \at¢ the
Geneva Convention by endorsing the colonization
of occupiedterritory, the degruction o civilian
infragructue, the targting of tvilians ascombat-

tive punishment of noncontbatants. Vi believe that
these policies vidate the teachings of justice and
peace as taght by Jesus andhé prophé¢s. Wela-
ment he appareninability of denomhations sich

as the United Church of Christ to effectiygdub-
licize a viewpoint that is an altettive to Chris-

tian Zionism and believe thatis narrowing of the
theological spectrm leaves many Chrigans per-
plexed as to how they should respond to this con-
flict.

We are hesitarb voice ouconcens about Cfist-
ian Zionism, since we fear that our position might
somehow be peeived asmi-Jewish. Wedilly
endose the lng$andng dforts ofthe United
Church of Christ to combat the terrible legacy of
anti-Semitism. We desply depbre thePalesinian
suicide bombings tlat target civiians, which are
also violations of scripture and the Geneva Con-
vention. In addition, we affirm the decision of the
United Church of Christ in 1980 support the Is-
raeli govenment n its atempt b enforce scure
borcers ad live in peae wit its reighbors Yet

we note that nrgy in the Jevgh commuity, while
accepting the political support of Christian Zion-
ism, reject the theology this the basis of the Chris-
tian Zionists support. In addion, many in the dw-
ish community @ also sharplgritical ofthe Is-
raeli government positions on Palestiifée hope
that our esolution will encura@ a dialoge with
the supporters of Israel and the Jewish peeygio
share our awerns.

Biblical and Theological Rationale

The word of God, thah written in spedif his-
torical times and places, still speaks to us in our
presencordition The bok of Micah, witten
during and after the terrible times of exile and
destructiorfor the Hebrew people, lsamuch to tell
us in hese tims of sfferingforthe peole of Isael
and Palestine. Awe seek to undgand wht it
means to “d justice, ad to love kindnes and to
walk humby with yair Ga” (Mic. 6:8), vwe offer
the following alternative perspectives twettenets of
Christian Zionism:

A. Do not worry about tomorrow (Mt. 6:34)

For a third of Christian Zionists, Jewish control of
“areater Israel”’ iad the rebuildig of the temple in
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Chrig (Rev. 74-8,11:2).Doingthings tha they
feel will facili tate ths is of paramant impartance
to them.

We believethat scripture teaches us to be wary of
predictions about the futirThe prophet declares,
“For my thoughtsare not your thoghts, nor are
you ways ny ways,sa the Lod” (Is.55:89).
Jesus pmts out, “An evil and adulteous genera-
tion seeks foa signbut no sig shall be igen to

it except the sigof Jonk” (Mt. 16:4) and It is

not for you to know the times or periods that the
Fathehas st byhis ow auhority” (Acts 16-7)

It is the essace of biblical humility to follow the
Bible’s consisent message callig us to actionghat
further justice andpeace, andat to assme that
God’s wil is manifestedhroudn our inevitaly
flawed intepretation ofvorld eventand their
sigrficane.

B. The Bible does notsanction aking additonal
land awayrom the Palestinians.

Christian Zionists beliee that the secular nation
of Israel ighe embodiment @gdod’s tiosen people
and as such is entitled to the land it claif@s (
12:13; 171-8).

We affirm wholeheartedly God's steadfast love for
the descendénof Abaham ad reject aptheol-
ogy, seh as sodlled “replacement theology

which hold tha Gods pranises hve bee talen
from the Jewistpeople and givero the church. At
the samdime, we emphaize the book of dnah’s
message of Géllove and justice faall peoples,
Gentiles and Jeswalike. In Mich, God judgs both
Israel and the countries that oppress it for their cru-
elty and violence. The prophet Ezekiel proclaims
to the Israeliteseturned fom exile, “You shihal-

lot [the land] as an inheritance for yourselves and
for the diens who resied among/ou. Theyshall

be to you as citizens of Israel” £E47:22). Doing
prophetic justice involves botlenderness towards
peoples and scrutig of their goverments” polic-

ies.

We also believe that it is important to distinguish
the modern rteon of Isr&l from the Isael that is
comprised of the followers of God (Rom. 2-4). The
patriachs andnatriachs valed faithtilness to

God over the promise of land (Heb. 11:13-16, 39-
40).

C. As Christians wewill prosper with God if we
follow the Bible’s mesage of justte and peace
and dso enmurage others to follow this message
Chrigian 4doniss, hovever, asumehat tle United
Statewill prosger ony if it sugortsall the polides
of the Israli governrent. ChristiarZionists

those who bless you, and the one who curses you |
will curse”(G. 123).

We believe that to lovend bless Iskl means to
also hold Israel accountable, as did God, to the
teachings d justice ard peace. Speaking through
Malachi, God says, “Then | will draw near to you
for judgment, | will be swifto bear witness agst
.. . thosewho oppresshe . . . widow and theor-
phan, aginst those who thrusside the alien . . .”
(Mal. 3:5). We believe that to “love kindness”
meando fdlow the Geat Conmamiment gzen

by Jesusatlove God ith all one’sbeing ad to
love neighbpas selfMt. 22:34-40). Thepostle
Paul writes, “For [Chist] is our peag; in his flesh
he hasnade bth gous intoone ad hasbrolen
downthe divdingwall, tha is, thke hostity be-
tween 8" (Eph. 2:14) Becausén Christ, “There
is no lorger Jew or Grde' (Gal. 3:28-29) we are
called b show such kidness éward all of God'’s
people.

Resolution

WHEREAS, the United Church of Chrst has af-

firmed itssupport 6r a seare sate of Isael in a

previousSynod reslution ['The Igaeli-Palesine
Conflict” (1987)], and theexistenceof Israel &s a
Jewié stateis inportant,and

WHEREAS, theUnited Church d Christ has dso
condemned antlewi$ positons in preious
resoltions [Anti-Semitian” (2001), and
“Relatio nship betveen UCC ad the Jewish
Communi” (1987)], and

WHEREAS, the Unied Churchof Chrst has
affirmed its conern about theongoing conflict in
Israel and Palestineand the importance of justice
for both Israelis ard Palestirians in the resolutians:
“Bringing Justice andPeace to the Midle East”
(1999); “Jewusalem @y of Life” (1997) and
“Paledine/lsraef (1997), and

WHEREAS, as a result & Israeli settlenents,
access rods, andmilitary control areas,
Palesinianshave bem constained in sallerand
smaller densely pgulated, noncontiguous areas,
and

WHEREAS, many innoceniisrael and Palstinian
civilians hawe been killed in th struggle for this
land, and

WHEREAS, Israel has a very laje peace

movement that opposes the occupation of Palestine,
and

WHEREAS, in polling data, a mgority of Israelis
express a dsire for negtiations with Palestinians, a
two-state solutio, and evauation of settlements in
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WHEREAS, Israel governnent and the &esthian
Authoriy have acqated prowsions othe Road Map
to Peaceand

WHEREAS, Chrigian Zionsm, ailgned wih the
minority Jewsh seller group, taks pogions onle
Israel/Palestinan confli¢ that ae contray to the
position of thelsraeli governmern and o the most
Israels, oppomg a two-tate ®lution and
supporting transfer of all Abs out of Palesig,
and

WHEREAS, influential nembes of thecurrent U.S.
govermrment emorse Christan Zionist posifons as a
basisfor U.S. forégn policy and

WHEREAS, the Jus$ PeacePronouncenent hat
was adpted by th General Syod in 1985as well
as uplatesand gnilar prodamdions @ other de-
nomiratiors andike-minded gours, ha reeived
insuffigent publicitywithin ourdenominationin
the mass mediand arang U.S. gvernment df-
cials;

THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the
24" General Synod dhe United Church of Christ
recognizes the diversity of biblical perspectives on
the question of a Javish homdand, butaffirms that

all such perspectives should eunded in the mes-
sage of justice and peace taughdésus and the
biblical prophets, and

LET IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
Geneal Miniger anl Pregient ofthe Unitel
Church of Christ will write a letter to the Rident
of the United Sates, other leaders in our govern-
ment, and the leaders of the stafdsrael and the
Palestinian Athority, informirg them thathis
General Syod asksll partes to agre uncondi-
tionally to abide by the Geneva Conventions and
to accept tle Road M@ to Peace asriginally
proposedand

LET IT BE FINALLY RESOLVED, that the
Geneal Miniger an Pregdent ofthe Unitel
Church of Christ will, in consultation with the ap-
propriateministries, develop a plan to canmunicde
the theadgical and potical ramifications of
Christian Zionism.Elements of thigplanshould
include:

1. Issuing to all churches in the United Church of
Christ a pastoral letter on Christian Zionism and

the ongingconfict in Israel andPalesheand that

this letter be available othe UCC website

2.Informing current government officials of
Christian alternatives to Gstian Zionism.

3. Continuing to develop thenited Church of
Christ educational program about the ongaiog-
flict in | srael and Blestine and inadide mateial

that enalles Christians b respondwith a biblical
basis to the tenets of Chriati Zionism. The
objectiveof this educationalprogram should béhat
members of the Unité Church of Christ will be en-
couraged to become more active on this issue

4. Co@ergingwith aher énomirmtiors andike-
minded groups tpromote akrnatives to @ristian
Zionism in the masmedia.

Consideing the hunan suffering andhe political
urgency othe on-going conflict, we would hope the
first elements of this plan could be plemented by
fall 2003.

Funding for the implementation of this resddut
will be made in accordance with the overall man-
dates of theffected gencies ad the fundavail-
able.

Resoluton of Witness: Regires a 28 vote fa pas-
sage



